
Sent via ePost 
 
May 15, 2015    
 
Subject: Polk County Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) 
 Phase I NPDES Permit No. FLS000015  
 Year 3 Annual Assessment of Permit Implementation and Reporting Requirements 
 
Addressees: 
 
The Florida Department of Environmental Protection’s assessment of each co-permittee’ s Stormwater 
Management Program (SWMP) implementation and reporting is based on the review of the Year 3 annual 
reports, responses to the Department’s request for additional information, and program audits and site 
visits conducted on May 4-7, 2015 with the City of Mulberry, City of Bartow, City of Fort Meade,  City 
of Eagle Lake, City of Auburndale,  City of Haines City,  City of Davenport,  Village of Highland Park, 
Town of Hillcrest Heights, and the City of Frostproof.  Thank you for your cooperation and participation 
during our program audits.  
 
The program audit for the City of Eagle Lake did not occur due to the City’s recent transition from the 
former City Manager, Peter Gardner, to Luke Lewis. 
 
Summary of Group Meeting on May 4, 2015: 

Note:  Examples presented at the Group Meeting are in the “Examples” folder located on the 
Department’s FTP site under the Polk County folder. 
FTP site:  ftp://ftp.dep.state.fl.us/pub/NPDES_Stormwater/Phase_I_MS4s/ 

 
The Meeting Agenda included the following: 

 Overview of primary objectives of each Phase I MS4 required element. 
 Examples of SWMP evaluations using water-quality monitoring trends. 
 Examples of conducting and documenting stormwater system inspections. 
 Examples of inspecting facilities supporting road-repair activities. 
 Examples of conducting and documenting system inspections for illicit discharge. 
 Examples of conducting and documenting construction-site inspections. 
 

Annual Assessment Based on Program Audits are as follows:  
Note: Assessments are presented below in order of conducting the audits (not 
alphabetical). 

 
City of Mulberry – As a result of a compliance assistance visit by the Department on May 4, 2015, the 
City has agreed to resubmit its Year 3 annual report by June 1, 2015.  The City is in a unique situation 
when determining outfalls.  One category of outfalls may discharge to old phosphate pits, another 
category may discharge to another MS4 (either the FDOT of the County), and the third category may 
discharge to waters of the State.  The Department continues to work with the City to identify outfalls and 
establish a process for stormwater system inspection.  The Department recommended that any discharges 
to phosphate pits should be considered an outfall to waters, unless the pit has only one sole owner and 
water does not discharge from the pit during the wet season.  Discharges to another MS4 are not true 
outfalls but the City may have obligations to assist the County or the FDOT where the City “indirectly” 
discharges to a waterbody with a TMDL. The City is reorganizing its inspection and maintenance 
program based on 4 zones.  This approach will allow the City to better document activities that they are 
currently performing. 

ftp://ftp.dep.state.fl.us/pub/NPDES_Stormwater/Phase_I_MS4s/
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ID Feature Type Location Description
3 2-36"" ADS Culverts crossing NE 5th Street, just east of NE 5th Avenue
4 72"" CMP Culvert at SW corner of City of Lakeland property
5 Natural Channel Channel south of culverts crossing NE 5th Street, just east of NE 5th Avenue
9 Natural Channel Channel north of culverts crossing NE 5th Street, just east of NE 5th Avenue
10 Various 24"" - 30"" Pipes Culvert running south from school to State Road 60 swale
11 Natural Channel Channel east of culvert crossing SE 4th Avenue, just south of NE 3rd Street
16 2 - 36"" RCP Culverts crossing NW 3rd Street, just west of NW 5th Avenue
17 42"" ADS & 30"" ADS Culverts crossing NW 9th Street, just west of the railroad tracks
22 15"" Steel Culvert running east from ditch on the west side of 2nd Avenue to FDOT inlet on west side of State Road 60
58 2 - 72"" RCP Culvert crossing SE 3rd Street
110 Man-made Channel Channel running west from SR 37, toward lake on south side of Lake Pointe Drive
111 Man-made Channel Channel running west from SR 37, toward lake on south side of Lake Pointe Drive
137 1- 48""x76"" & 2 - 43""x76"" CMP Culvert crossing SE 4th Avenue, just south of NE 3rd Street

City of Mulberry Stormwater Structures

Note:
1. Poley creek is located approximately 0.7 miles west of
the furthest extents of the City of Mulberry's limits.



Map Direct: Verified Impaired WBIDs and TMDLs

Florida Department of Environmental Protection Disclaimer: This map created in Map Direct on Thu, 30 Apr 2015 20:32:59 UTC is
intended for display purposes only. It was created using data from different sources collected at different scales, with different
levels of accuracy, and/or covering different periods of time. NAVTEQ road data is provided "AS IS" and without warranties of any
kind, either express or implied, including, but not limited to, the implied warranties of merchantability, fitness for a particular
purpose, satisfactory quality and non-infringement.YOU SHOULD THEREFORE VERIFY ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED FROM
THE SITE BEFORE ACTING ON IT.
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